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To the right Honorable 


and his very good Lorde Syr 
Henry Sidney Knight of the moſte 
noble order of the garter, one of the 
Queenes moſt honorable priuic 
Councel , Lorde Preſident of 
Wales and marchies ofthe 
| ſame, 


Eruſing this ſhorte 
und learned trea- 

2 | ciſc of Maſter Ber 
9 1 right honourable 
und my very good 
&| Lorde) Ithought 
with my ſelfe, that I 
could not be better occupied, then at 
ſuch times as Ihad leyſure from my 
other buſineſſe, concerning my pn. 
blike function, too turne it intoo our 
mother tongue, that it might bee 
common to thoſe that vnderſtande 
no Latin, for the ſatisfying of their 
conſciences, hi ch in this argument 
either hang doubtfull not knowin 
vhat too aunſwere, or elſe being 
13 with 
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t. ion do holde that the Plague is not 
inſectious: And the other ot to much 


| The Epiff 2 
with falſe perſuaſions do rume inta 
further inconue nience by caſting 
themſelues intoo further perill, hen 
may bee warranted by the worde: or 
elle by ſinning both againſt God and 
man, in breaking the bandes of chri- 
ſtian loue and charitie. For, concer- 
ning the Plague, there are two ſortes 
of men that ate of t oo ſundry o- 
pinions, the one cleane contrary vn- 
too the other, and both ot them 
ſtarke nought, and greatly to be bla · 
med and reprehended , The one ſort 
vtterly without all cxception, affir- 
meth it too bee vnlawetull by going 
aſide to ſnunne the Plague,withdraw 
ing themſelues and theirs from the 
danger ot infection, and therfore for 
the maintenance of their wrong opi- 


ſearefulneſſe and wealeneſſe, teache it 
to bee altogether without exception 
vnlawefull too tarry in thoſe places 
wherethe ſicknes reigneth;affirming 
thatthoſe which ſo do. are greatly to 


bee tounde {ault withal, as ſuch as by 


| their 


; 
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Deaicatory, 
their tarrying, do plainely temptan 
prouoke God, being as guilty of their 
owne deaths, as thoſe that beeing in 
an houfe ſer on fire duer their heads, 
had rather tarry ſtill and 3 
chen by going out, too t 
* lus:Withtheons or the 
other of theſe perſuafions the moſte 
parte of the people are infected , ſo 
that they either wilfully caſt them 
ſelues and theirs intoo preſent dan« 
ger, bringing greate hurt and dam- 
mage vntoo the common wealth and 
church of God, many tymes depry- 
uing them of woorthy perſonages, 
which might haue beene profitable 
inſtramentes in them both : or elſe 
ynmercifully and cruelly euery man 
ſhifting for himſelfe, leaue the reſt 
that are viſited without all helpe and 
comfort, the Magiſtrat going fro his 
ſubiects, the huſband flying from his 
wyfe , the father departing from his 
children. the Maiſter not looking vn- 
too his ſeruauntes, with many ſuch 
like vncurteouſe and vnchriſtian dea» 
lings, which are ſo farre of fro beeing 

{. 14 meanes 
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"Toe Epiffie 

theanes toeſcape the Plague, that oõ 
trariu / yſe doo iuſtly prouoke 
God toſend the Plague amongſt vs, 

for the breach of the bandes of chri- 
ſllan dutie, loue, and amicie, which 
God woulde haue vs moſt ſtreightly 
— Anda woonderfull and 
ſtraunge it is, too ſee howe with 
| all 9 10s emer ition wee packe 
| | away at cuery l rumour of this 
bodily infection both high and low 
in a manner, whereas wee are in no 
feare at all of receiuing intoo oure 
ſoules the ſpiritual Plague and Peſti- 
lence, the — whereof wee day- 
ly drinke in by keeping company 
and ioyning friendſhippe with the 
wicked and vngodly, and ſuch as are 
enimies both vnto G O D and his 
© | crueth, whoſe ſocietie and fellowe- 
; ſhip wee ought by all meanes too a- 
uoide and ſnunne: the which becauſe 
wee doo not, no meruaile if the con- 
tagion growe ſo farre vppon vs, that 
wee doo not onely bring our ſclues, 
but alſo others, by our example, into 


the daunger of euerlaſting deſtructi- 


on, 


 Dedicaory. 

en, the due and iuſte reward of finne, 
vnleſſe G OD in mercy preuent vs 
with his gr ace, that in tyme wee 
wichdrawe our fecte out of the ſnare, 
eee m_ a more necre 
watch ouer our ſelues in refrayni 

too bee partakers with the — 
of injiquitie „ whoſe familiaritie 
cannot chooſe but to bee hurtful and 
noyſome yntoo vs. But becauſe 
wee doo more eaſily ſee thoſe things 
which are harmefull too the body, 
then wee can perceiue thoſe thinges 
which infect the ſoule : therefore the 
Lorde is too bee prayed vntoo, too 
open the eyes of our vnderſtanding, 
that wee may as well diſcerne the pe · 
rilles likely that way to inſue vntoo 
our ſoules, as this way too oure bo- 
dies: and then I doubt not, but wee 
mal bee ſo much the more careful for 
the welfare of our ſoules before the 
health and ſafetie of our bodies, as 
the puniſhement prepared for our 
ſoules dooth in greateneſſe exceede 
the payne that by ſickneſſe may hap- 
pen too our bodies. But too returne 


15 againe 


The Ly. 

ine vnto the ſicknes ofthe Plagus 
—— time ot god his — ral 
the which, ſome of too much fearo 
and diſtruſt ſinne in fotſlewing ob 
, and other ſome ot deſperate 
boldeneſſe and foolriardineſle of- 
fende as much in going beyonde the 
boundes of duety : in which reſpect 
may tollowe twoo wayes greate in- 
conuenience as hath beene before 


| thewed. In this ſhort treatiſe are god- 


ly and learnedly confuted both the 
reaſons of the one {ide and of the o- 
ther, and withall ſet downe a golden 
meane which euery one hauing re- 
garde too his plꝛce and calling. may 
without the breache eyther of god- 
lyneſſe and charitie, ſafely fololwe, ſo 
that hee flye not when hce ought to 
tarry, neither yet tarry, when as hee 
ought to flye.Wherefore dayly expe- 
rience afording too plẽtifull & lamẽ- 
table examples of the offending of 
the greater part in one of theſe tuo 
waies beſore mentioned, at ſuch 
tymes as God ftriketh with this rod, 
I hope it may eaſely appeate vntao 

thoſe 
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thoſe that are not wilfully blinded,” 
that as that woorthy and famous in- 
ſtrument in the church of God The- 
edor Beds hath well deſerued of the 
ſimpler ſorte of the godly that wan- 
ted inſtruction in this behalfe: ſo like- 
wiſe the Engliſhing of the ſame can- 
not chooſe but bee beneficial for the 
ſatisfying of no ſmal number of our 
countrymen, which in theſe pointes 
here debated, remaine yet vnper ſua- 
ded . Which (mall treariſe,in the te- 
fpe& of my labour and trauel, indeed 
but a tryfle, yet in regarde of the Au- 
tor, and learned handling in ſhorte 
plainneſſe the matter not at all vn- 
woorthy of your H. reading, I haue 
aduentured to ſet abrode ynder your 
honorable name and protection, to 
remaine ynto poſterity as an aſſured 
toke ot dutiful remẽbtance of many 
your good lordſhips moſt honorable 
courteſies both extended and alſo 
dayly continued towardes mee 
poore Countryman, euerſince theſe 
nowe eight yceres paſt I was firſt 
brought intoo your Honorable 
wi know - 


your 


The Epiſtle 
kuowledge and acquaintarice by 
that both godly and learned M, D. 
Buckley , who vntainedly and hum- 
bly teuerenceth you in the Lorde in 
regarde of the loue vntoo Chriſtian 
Religion, and the profeſſors of the 
ſame with many other commenda- 
ble vertues beſeeming an heroicall 
perſonage and godly Magiſtrate, 
which too the prayſe of G O D, and 
comforte of his people is manifeſte 
toodwelinyou. And albeeit the 
ſmalneſſe of the diſcourſe might 
woorthely diſcourage mee from pre- 
ſuming too preſent the ſame vntoo 
your L: Vet the vehement and lon- 
ging deſire that I haue to auoide the 
ſuſpicion of vnthankefulneſſe, a vice 
moſt odious both before G OD and 
man, and heerewithal the ſetled 
and grounded perſuaſion which 1 
haue conceaued of your honorable 
courteſie and clemencie,not diſday- 
ning with the Per/ian King too take 
in good worth a little water offered 
him in the handes of 4 poore man 
chat was notable too bid him drinke 
1d 


Dedicatory. 


in a better veſſel, hath bidden mee 
not at all too doubte of your gentle 
accepting this little gift, not in regard 
of any v oorthineſſe of the ſame, but 
in conſideration of your honorable 
nature, which more eſteemeth of the 
vnfeined and dutifull good wil of the 
giuer, then of the valewe and price of 
the gift. So praying God by theeffec 
tual working of his holy ſpirit to di- 
rect al the actions of your L. too the 
glory of his name, and benefite of 
his Churche,l commende your good 
L. in my dayly prayers vntoo his Fa- 
therly and mercifull protection both 
now and for euer. From Tunbtidge 
this 2, of Marche. 


Your Lordſhips in al humi- 
litic and ductifal ebediencegJohn 
Stockwood Schoolemaifior of 
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Two queſtions hande- 
led and debated cocerning 


thePlague:the one, whether the 
Plague be inſetlious or vo The o- 
ther, whether, and howe farre it 


may be ſhunned of Chriſti- 
ans by going aſide, 


Cenfeſſe my ſelfe to 
haue bene ſo vnac⸗ 
| quainted with this 
queſtion „Whether 
J | the Plague be to bee 

A; reckonned amonge 
MY infectious diſcales, 
that vntill if were within theſe fewe 
yeeres, J am of beliefe that it was ne- 
uer doubted, but that this ſickneſſe a- The Plague 
lone amongeſt all others was tw be aged ro bee 
iudged moſt contfgions, Fo2 witnelſe infe?/ors by 
wherof, befoꝛe any man that is not ge- l writers 
uen to quarell „ J repo:t mee too the har have 
iudgement ofthe w2iters of all count- wri:7e of 
tries, which haue intreated of theſe e amc. 
matters. But newe at length in our 
time men haue taken in hande tw dif- 
pute of this queſtion vpon this occaſio, 

A that 
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Queſtions 


that many haue begunne ſo greatly to 
feare this diſeaſe, and death alſo which 
tommonlp followeth after the ſame, 
that foꝛſaking all duct tes, not onely of 
Chꝛꝛiſtians, but alſo of humanitic, they 
haue greatly increaſed the very wꝛath 
; of God, the chicke cauſe of this ſicknes: 

The vnnatu- and there hath in a maner bin no ſtap 
ral diſcurteſy no let in them, that where this great 
t of ſome to- miſerie hapned, the bandes of mans fe- 
wardes their lowſhip once bꝛoken, al mank ind hath 
naeigbourt vi- not beenc deſtroyed and periſhed, And 
ſited with the theſe fellowes being demaunded what 
Plague. they can at length alleadge fo2 this 
The ouer- their ſo hepnous fact, foꝛ that they com 
thwart reme.. monly are wont to bꝛing nothing elſe 

die which f02 their extuſe but the feare of infeai⸗ 

| ſome wſe too on, heerof is it come to paſſe, that thoſe 
1 cauſe men in whom there is greater boldneſſe, do 
y not to feare thinke that they can no way moꝛe cer 
'% poviſterhe. tainly lind a remedie foꝛ this cuill, the 
| - fickoftbe if they teach that this ſicknes is falſely 
| plague, ſuppoſed to be infections. But J,be- 
F5 cauſe that J thinke 5 this Paradox oz 
ſtraunge opinion can no moꝛe be pꝛoo⸗ 
v2 | ued by good reaſon, then if a man with 
M$ Anaxagoras woulde holde the Snowe 
to 
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of the Plague. 


to be blacke, oꝛ out of the Hypotheſis 
of Copernicus labour too pꝛooue that 
the earth doeth indeede mooue, and the 
Sun to ſtande ſtill, as the Center of p 
woꝛld, do iudge, that this ſo great fears 
which bzingeth with it a ſoꝛgetfulnes 
of all duty, both map, and alſo ought 
other wayes to bee put away : neither 
will J belecue this diſeaſe not to be in⸗ 
fectious, vntill ſome man ſhall teache 
me either out of the woꝛde of God, 02 
by reaſons fet ſome where elſe(fo2 ther 
are in the verye courſe of nature cer⸗ 
taine moſt ſure groundes andp2oofes 
ſo long as the oꝛder ofneceſſary cauſes 
agreeth with it ſelfe ) moꝛe tertaintie. 
Foz J denp, albeit it be agreed vppon 
that the Plague be of all other diſcaſes 


molk infectious, yea and that vnauop⸗ 


dable death alſo doe followe pꝛeſently 
vpon it, that therefoꝛe the ſtanding in 
which GDD hath placed cuery man, 
is to bee foꝛſaken. J deny, J ſape, that 
therefo2c that thing is not to be p2cfer- 
red befoꝛe life it ſelf, the which we owe 
bnto God, whichwe owe vnto our toũ⸗ 
trey, which tn like caſewe men owevn 

12 to 
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Queſtions 


to men:eithcr ſoꝛ ſome tommon, oꝛ elſe 

pꝛiuate reſpect, And à had much moꝛe 

rather that they had beſtowed they: 

trauaple in the perſwaſid herof, which 
diſpute of reſtraining mens flying a⸗ 
way fo2 feare of the Plague, then that 
they ſhould laboꝛ to pꝛoue this ſtrange 
opinion of the Plague not to be conta⸗ 
He had ra- gious. To bec ſhoꝛt, J had rather too 
ther haue the haue tle conſequent (as they ſpeake in 
plague devi: a ſchoole termes ) in that ſame Enthy⸗ 
to be to be meme tobe denied, than the Antete⸗ 
fled from, the dent. Foꝛ ſo they ſhould bꝛing to paſſe 
to be contagi- not onely by likelp, but alſo by neteſla⸗ 
on. ry argumentes, the ſelfe ſame thing 
which they deſire: namely, that theſe 
doe very greatly offend, who fo2 feare 
of any peril offend againſt god, oꝛ els a 
gainſt theyꝛ neighboꝛ. Fo2 what ch21- 
ſtiã man dareth to cal theſe things into 
controuerſic, oꝛ if he dare do it, ſhal not 
oF bee rep20oned by the teſtunonp of his 
1 owne conſcience, albeit all the woꝛlde 
1 holde theyꝛ peace? Fo2 J doc not think 
1 that there are any, which dee holde 
1 that with a geod conſcience the plague 
| by ail meanec, that is to ſap, without 


| exception 
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of the Plague. % 


erception is to bur fled from the which 
notwithſtanding J doc ſce by ſome in 
ſuch ſoꝛt diſputed againſt, as if it were 
by otherſome ma inteynod. Pet it there 
be any of that minde, J veryly foꝛ my 
part doe no moꝛe fauour they2 errour, 
then Jallowe of thoſe men which of a 
tleane contrary opinion do think that 
the Plague is neuer too bee fled from. 
But ſoothleſſe it is the part of a wile 
man to followe the golden Yeane , ſo 
that he flee not when he ſhould tarry, 
neither when he ſhoulde goe aſide ( foz 
this terme of flying away ſeemeth to 
me in this argumet to be vnpꝛoper) by 
his raſhe tarriyng offende againſtthe 
ſelfe ſame Charitie which ſcemed too 
counſayle him to ſtay, Zheſe things J 
thought godd in the maner of a p2eface 
to ſet downe, befoꝛe I come the hande- 
ling of the matter it ſelfe, to this end, 
that all men at the very ſirſt entrance 
map befoꝛehand perteiue, what J haue 

taken to defend, and what to diſp2oue, 

Come on then, foꝛaſmuch as there are 

ſome not wãting, which do think that 

this whole diſcourſe of the Plague to 


a3 


be 


tions reade only the Bible, + let there 


Queſtions 
bee fled from, 02 not to bee fled from, 
doeth depende vppon the vnfolding of 
this queſtion, namely, whether the 
Plague bee infectious oꝛ no, let vs lee 
with what reaſons and argumentes 
they ſo boldly deny the plague to be in⸗ 
fectious, that is toſay,a thing whiche 
hithcrto of al men without controuer⸗ 


ſie hath beene belecued, 


Foꝛ the better determining of this 


queſtion, they woulde haue to be conſi- 


dered what the Plague is, fro whence 


it commeth, what is the cauſe of it, by 


what meanes it is ſent vnto vs, what 
is the nature of it, and what ende. J 
take their offer : fo2 it is moſt lawfull 
and reaſonable. But howe J p2ay pou 
(hal we come to theknowledge of theſe 
things: In no calc, ſay they, by reaſ6s 
out of Phiſtcke, but only by the woꝛd 
of God, Then let all thinges diſputed 


by Phiſitions bee blotted out: and in⸗ 


ſteed of the bookes of Hypocrates and 
Galen, t of other Phiſitions, let Phiſt- 


be no differente betweene thẽ and the 


Diuines, that is toſay , betweene the 
Pan 
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of the Plague. 


Phiſicke of p body r of the mind. Nay, 
God fo2bid this, will they ſap , fo: wee 
condemne no other reaſons of }3hiſike 
then ſuche as are againſt the woꝛde of 
God. Uery well. Let vs ſee then fo2aſ- 
muche as infection hath his beginning 
of naturall cauſes, and therfoze pꝛo⸗ 
ceedeth from them, whether cõcerning 
naturall cauſes of the Plague there be 
any thing taught in the wozde of God 
contrary vnto the rules of Phiſitions. The firſt rea. 
They ſay that the Plague is called of /*, t 
the Hebꝛitians Dener of the woꝛd Da- which ſay 
nar,which alſo ſignificth to deſtroy by 0 the 
ſentence geuen by God, And that the e u noe 
Grecians doc turne it Thanaton, that ivfe#trowr. 
is to ſap, death. Be it ſo. What is this 7. Au- 
to the matter? foꝛ hcereof it followeth / ere. 
not that the Plague pꝛoceedeth not 
ok naturall cauſes ing betwene, 
betauſe it 1s ſent by God, vnleſſe that 
wee wyll therefoꝛe haue all naturall 
caufcs of diſcaſes taken away, becauſc 
that no man dicth, but God ſo decree⸗ 
ing of what kinde and maner of death 
ſoeuer it be that he dye. Nay, lay they, 
it is a folly to call the ſentence of Gon. 
44 wherby 


2. Reaſon, 


3.Reaſon, 
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Queſtions c 
wherby he appointethvnto euery man 
not onelp death it ſelfe, but alſo p kind 
of death, and ſecond cauſes, infections. 
And who, J pꝛay vou, euer doted ſo far 
as tw call the ſentenoe it ſelfe of God, 
infectious? But that which we ſaye is 
far otherwiſe,namely, that the infeat- 
on it ſelfe is to be reckoned amongeſt 
ſcconde cauſes,in as much as who da- 
reth deny that many diſeales are got- 
ten byhandcling and touching, of the 
which ſome are deadly, and otherſome 
are leſſe daungerous, vnleſſe the lame 
alſo will contende that the Sunne ſhi⸗ 
neth not at noone day? @inne in deede 
wherewith we are all bozne inkeged, 
and from which all this dying com⸗ 
meth, by a certayne ſpiritual infection 
not without the decrec of God, is con- 
ueighed and ſpꝛead intoo all Adam his 
poſteritie. Therefoꝛe there is no pith 
at all in this reaſon, But after warde 
they demaund, if infection be reckoned 


among ſecõd cauſes appointed by God, 


how we can auoyd that which is oꝛdei⸗ 
ned by God: namely, that hcereof they 
might gather, that albeit the plague be 

graunted 


of the Plague. 


graunted to be infectious, yet in vaine 
ſhoulde remedie bee ſought againſt it 


ry Leaden reaſon, Foz why, if thus rea. . 
ſon ber good, ſhall it not be lawfull to 


affirme the ſame of all ſeconde cauſes 
of death? Goe to then, let vs neither 
eate, noꝛ dꝛinke, noꝛ ſecke any remedy 
againſt any diſcaſes,let @ouldicrs al- 
ſo goc vnarmed too battell , becauſe 
death oꝛdeined by God cannot be auoi⸗ 
ded. But thus the caſe ſtãdeth. Doubt⸗ 
leſſe neither death, noꝛ the time oꝛ any 
kinde of death appoynted by Ood, can 
be auopded: neyther doe we therefoꝛe 
eate,oz vſe remedies againſt diſeaſes, 
oꝛ put on armoꝛ againſt our enimies, 
as if we ment to withſtande God: but 
becauſe leauing thoſe thinges which 
God woulde haue kept cloſe from vs, 
we mult vſe thoſe thinges which God 
humſelfe going befoꝛe, nature telleth 
vs to bee o2vcined by him to pꝛolonge 
our life ſo long as ſhall pleaſe him: 

which if we doe not, we ſhall wo:thily 
bee deemed too tempt and moſt gree- 
uouſly offend God:ſo ſarre of is it that 
a5 vſing 


by flying away. But this is alſo a ve» Au ſrere. 


dion creepeth rather into thinges 


lys Scripture are attributed to the 


Queſtions 
bling the meanes ſet downe by him to 
auoide death we ſhoulde ſinne againſt 
him, albeit that ſomtime we vic them 
in vaine: to wit, when as the end doth 
ſhewe plainly that euen then we muſt 
dye, whe as we thought our life ſhuld 
pct a time haue been pꝛolonged. Do is 
Aſa rebuked, not foꝛ that hee ſent foꝛ 
Phiſitiõs, but foꝛ that he put his hope 
of life in the Phiſitions. So after that 
experiente hath taught vs that infe- 


neare then farre of, he ſhall not be too 
be accuſed, which leauing vndoone no 
part of Chꝛiſtian dutie, withdꝛaweth 
himſelfe and his familie: nay he ſhall 
be greatly to be blamed, which raſhlye 
caſteth himſelfe and his into the dan- 
ger of infection, when as the Apoſtle 
bearing witneſſe, hee is wozſe then an 
Jnfidell, which hath not ſo great care 
ouer his, as with the ſafety of godlines 
and Charitie he ought to haue. 
Nowe let vs heare whether this 
be any ſtronger which followeth . By 
thoſe names, ſay they, which in the ho- 


Plague, 


of the Plague. 


Plague, is ſufficiently and thꝛoughly 
cxpꝛeſſed what is the qualitic and ma 
ner of the ſame. Nowe the Plague 1s 
called the hand of God. 2 Samucl. 24. 
The S wooꝛde of God 1 Chro 21. and 
is alſo ſignified by p name of arrowes 
Pſal.2 1 and 90, Therfoꝛe it commeth t 
not of infection, when as neither hand, 

102 ſwooꝛd, noꝛ arrowe woundeth by 
infection. But J, beſides that per? 
aduenture J might wooꝛthily call I. A ſvere, 
into doubt whether all theſe teſtimo⸗ 

nies be fitly enough a lleadged, do de - 

ny this argument alſo, Foz in another 

place, as Pſalme 17, Dauid callcth his 

enimies the hand of god, whonotwith- 

ſtanding by natural meanes aſſaulted 
bym, And when as the hande of God 
is ſaide to haue made vs, natural gene 
ration is not ſhut out: and it is mani⸗ 
keſt that in the Scripture all euilles 
and puniſhmentes whatſoeuer OD 
fendeth vnto men vſing eyther oꝛdina⸗ 
rie lawes ot nature only, oꝛ elſe vſing 
the ſeruice of Angelles, are called ar⸗ 
rowes, J aſke mo2couer what they 
call the qualitie and maner of or 


2. Anſwere, 
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eaſe: They wyll ſay the nature it ſelfe 
thereof. But J ſap, that by thoſe ꝙeta⸗ 
phoꝛicall tearmes of hand, ſwooꝛd, ar⸗ 
row, is no moꝛe ſignified of what mas 
ner this diſeaſe is in it ſelf, then what 
is hayle, oꝛ the ſcab, when God is ſaid 
with a ſteetched out hande too haue 
ſtricken Ægypt: oz to be ſhoꝛt, what 
ts the foꝛce 4 nature of euerp diſeaſe, 
when as in the additions of the laws 
they are reckoned vp among the curſcs 
which Gad woulde ſende vpon them? 
The natural What then? foꝛſooth it belongeth vnto 
cauſe: of diſ- the Phiſitiõs to ſearch out the nature 
eaſes belog to of diſeaſes, ſo far as they depende vpon 
the Phiſtion, the lawesof nature, which wee ſee of 
the ſuperna- them to be perfourmed with ſuch good 
rural unto lucteſſe and certaintie, that they can 
che Dune, foꝛeſhewe both them and their iſſues 
| that they are likely to come vnto. But 
ttoncerning ſupernaturall and diu ine 
cCaules ot ſickneſſe and other miſeries, 
thoſe doeth the Diuine declare, tea⸗ 
ching that we muſt mount far aboue 
nature, g al thinges apperteining vn⸗ 
ta nature, when as wee dcale aboute 
the auoiding 02 putting away of 5 
0% 


— 
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be true and 
02 the true and pꝛincipall canſe of 7 2 

— is our ſinnes, wherewith GDD ponepan 
being pꝛoucked doeth rayſe and ſtirre canſe of arſe 
vp againſt vs al theſe infcriour cauſes eaſes. 
to be reufged on men with iuſt puniſh 
ments, J ſaye therefoꝛe that it is an 
abſurde and fonde thing to confounde 
theſe thinges ſo far ſeuered a ſunder E 
diſtinguiſhed by their molt diuerſe, vet 
not c6trary ends, but onlp ſuch as are 
placed the one vnder the other. Fury 
ther becauſe that in this argumet they 
contend that the Plague therefoze is 
not infectious,foz that it is oft# called 
the hand, and ſwooꝛde, and arrowe of 
God, J demaund of them, whether the 
Lepꝛoſie were not the hand of GOD, 


t whether it were not therefoze infes i 
ctious, t rather betauſe it was infetti⸗ | 
dus, whether therfoze b Lep2ous were; · Aeſpert: 


not commaunded to depart aſide from 
the reſt that were cleane?J demaunds 
this allo, if there be no euill in the citie 
which tte Loꝛde doeth not, whether at 
this day notwithſtanding the fouls 
black, ſpottie, 4 the ſcuruie Lepꝛie cal- 
led Elephantiaſis be not counted infec- 

tious; 
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tions: and J woulde gladly aſke of 
them which finde faulte with our goes 
png alide in the Plague, whether they 
thinke that thoſe whiche are infected 
with this foulc Lep2y are tobe ſuffered 
in pᷣ comon copany of men: # , yt they 
ſuppoſe that they arc too bee ſuffered, 
why they declaime not and crye out a⸗ 
gainſt them alſo by whõ they are ſhut 
out: pf not, if they thinke them to bes 
to be auoided ſoꝛ fearc of infectio, why 
without al crception they blame thoſe 
that ſhun the infections of the plague, 
as the moſt hurtfull of all perſons, 
But they wil peraduenture deny that 
. kynde ol L epꝛie to be the hand of God, 
4 Let vs ſpeake then of theſe Pockes, 
14 whether it be the French, oꝛ the @pa- 
# *ThePecke! niſh, J would to god it were not alle 
'\+ epviſment the Dutch. That it is a puniſhment 
fer ſane. (ent of Ood foꝛ whoꝛedome, which in 
this tyme is toũted fo2 a play, I think 
there is no man which dareth to deny, 


neither pet that it is in dcede the hand, 
ſwooꝛde, and arrowe of GDD which 


0 -  Nriketh whoꝛemongers. But is it not 
| youu Jpzay you infectious, 02 2 
t 


* 
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ther doeth not euen one Strumpet in⸗ 
fect many with this diſeaſe , who a⸗ 
gaine beray one another: (o that this 
molt filthie ſicknelle is gotten not ons 
ly with lying togeather , but alſo by 
b:eath and handeling, yea and moꝛeo⸗ 
uer is ſucked out by infantes fro their 
Nurces bꝛeaſts, and agayne the Nurs 
ſes get this diſeaſe by geuing luck vn⸗ 
to the infant which is either conceiued 
by an vncleane father, oz bozne of an 
vncleane mother? Thoſe argumentes 
alſo therefoze are ſuche as do in deeds 
need no cofutatid, This out ofqueſtis 
is abſurd and agaynſt reaſon, to think 
that there are immediatly (as they 
ſay) rather ſente vntoo euery ſeuerall 
man ſo many ſeuerall Plagues , then 
the kinde it ſelfe of the diſeaſe, by the 
which one cozrupteth an other by in⸗ 
fection, Fo2 whether God kyll all at 
one [troake , 02 whether as it fell out 
vnto the Madianites, hee ſtrie them 
downe by one wounding an other, 
whomfoucr he hath appoynted to dye, 
What difference is there? Neyther 
agayne concerning the ſelfe ſame _ 
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tcr which we hane in hande 1s there as 
nye difference , whether any man bee 
flayne with the Dart of GD Dhims 
ſelfe, oꝛ the infection of another, 
Let vs come nowe vnto that which 
they alleadne concerning ſecdd cauſes, 
which they deny to be either any cer 
tain placing of y ſtrarres oꝛ coꝛruptiũ 
of the ay2e, Peyther wil the Phiſitios 
ſo far as J perteiue, haue cueryplague 
oꝛ infection to growe of thoſe cauſes, 
But let vs geue this, & imagine that 
al natural cauſes of the Plague are by 
them rehearſed, But tell me why they 
ſhut out al theſe at once, inſomuchthat 
they will haue them to haue but (mal 
ſkil in the Scriptures, who impute the 
plague next after God to theſe cauſes? 
Betauſe lay they,that the holy Scrip⸗ 
tures beare reco2d that the Plague is 
ſent by Angels, as Plal. 88. 1. Chro. 21. 
Ezech. . Alſo in the Hiſtoꝛie of Zenna- 
cherib and in the Reuelation, where 
there is mention made of a moſt nop⸗ 
ſome Ulcer , Fo2,ſay thep, that which 
God ſendeth by Angel les, is not of na- 
turall cauſes, J graunt that ſo far as 

con⸗ 


— . 
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concerncth the Angelles them (clues, 
who J peeld are not reckoned among 
naturall inſtrumentes. But what let- 
teth, God ſo cõmaunding, the naturall 
cauſes themſelues to bee ſtirred vp by 
0 the Angelles: Foꝛ ſurely it cannot bee 
' doubted that they, both the good and 
the bad, doe ſtirre vp the mind of man 
after a certaine (ozt;zwhat kind of mo- 
ning ſo euer it be, When as Satan is 
ſayde to haue entred into the heart of 
Judas, (vnleſſe we ſhall peraduenture 
ſay that the good Angelles haue ſome- 
what leſſe power then the bad) x that 
| alſo is man:feſt by the ſtoꝛp of Achab, 
| 


and by the eſticacie and power of the 
ſpirites of erroꝛ. And who dareth de- 
ny that the will of man is to be recko⸗ 
ned among the very chiefeſt caules of 
mens acttions? But if the wil of man | 
be not debarred from the miniſtery of 7e miniſter 
Angelles, why ſhall we thinke that o⸗ of Angels ta- 
ther naturall cauſcs muſte necdes by eth vote 
the ſame be taken away? Moyles ſtret the working 
ching foo2th his rod, ray ſed vp Lite x of al 
innumerable ſoꝛtes of flyes , bꝛought ci. 
out vppon the ſodaine fearefull hayle, 

25 and 
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and ſtroke the A gyptians w molt noy 
ſome Boyles and Botches . And this 
Piniſtery of Moyſes was doubtleſſe al⸗ 
together as extrao2dinary as the Pi⸗ 
niſterie of Angelles. But did not there 
foꝛe the Lyce and Flies come of rotte- 
neſſe, the hayle of vapoures growing 
togeather on the ſodaine by reſtrainte 
of the contrary,, and the Boyles and 
Batches alſo of cqgruptions of the hu- 
mours: Satan receiuing graunt from 
God, by ſodaine raiſing of the winde, 
and by thꝛowing abꝛoade of fire from 
heauen, ouerthꝛewe t burnt the houle 
of Iob together with all his childꝛen: 
but doeth it hcereof followe, that this 
came too paſſe without any naturall 
canſcs ſtepping in betweene ? 02 ſhall 
wee not rather ſay that thoſe Pꝛinces 
of the apꝛe (as the Apoſtle not without 
cauſc calleth them)made in a moment 
thoſe indeede naturall imp2eſſions of 
the ayꝛe? The Diuel ſendeth the godly 
to pꝛiſon 1. Reue.2. io. but by Tyꝛants 
and Perſecutours of the Churche. In 
the ſame booke 6. ver. 8. the pale hoꝛſe, 
on whom death the ryder — 
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mine, and peſtilente, and with 
of wilde beaſtes. Heere if os ae 
that Rider vnderſtand an Angell,why 
ſhall wee not as well ſay that hee vſed 
naturall matter to cauſe the Plague 
and Famine, as a wooꝛde, and wild 
beaſtes, which themſelues alſo are na⸗ 
turall inſtrumentes. Fo2 afterwards 
9. ver. I. the Angelles are commaun- 
ded tw ſtand in p foure quarters of the 
earth, and to keepe backe the windes, 
that they hurte not the Sea and the 
Lande with blowing: whereof follow⸗ 
eth, that at the comaundement of God 
the windes are in like maner ſente 
fooꝛth by them,from the which doubt- 
leſſe it is manyfeſt that many infects 
ons of the apꝛe, and chiefly infection 
doeth p:oceede. To be ſhozte , naturall 

cauſes wether they bee mooned by lit⸗ 


ted in them by nature, oꝛ whether 
elſewhere beyonde oꝛder, God 
— —2— 
ed to their effectes, they are naturall, 


and ſo farfooꝛth are theyꝛ cffectes alſo 
B woꝛthi⸗ 
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Beda his 
ed gemente 
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concerning iu ><ions and ſoꝛetellinges, that J would 
diciary Aſtro luyſhe the olde Statutes of Pꝛintes 
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woꝛthilp indged naturall , whichs 
no man with reaſon is able too deny, 
Further if there tome in no naturall 
cauſcs in the Plague, thoſe whom the 
plague hath touched cannot doubtleſſe 
ſo much as be eaſed, much leſle be heas 
2d bynaturall remedics, But this to 
be moſt falſe, experience ⁊ verpe ſenſe 
doe ſgewe, Pet J pꝛofeſſe my ſelfe to 
bee one of thoſe which doe ſo farfooꝛth 
deteſt p ſuperſtitious iudiciarie Aſtro⸗ 
logie, of caſters of Natimttes , togea⸗ 
ther with the reſt of ſuche like p2cdi- 


concerning that matter to be renued 
and ſtrieghtly obſerued. But to take 
from the diuerſe concourſes of ſfarres, 
the naturall conſtitutions of the ay2e, 
and ſuche eſtectes as depende thereup⸗ 
on in our bodies, as if the ſtarres wers 
placed in theyꝛ Circles only foꝛ to bee 
looked vpon, oꝛ foꝛ difference of times, 
J thinke to be no ſigne of iudgement, 
but rather of vtter ſtubboꝛnenes, whe 
as bath the huſband men them ſelues 
doe dayly know this, and the tempeſts 

doe 
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do ſpcake the ſame, and that the thing 

it ſelfe docth pꝛeoue that the tempera⸗ 

ture and diſtemperature, pea and in⸗ 

fection likewiſe it ſelfe may in ſome 5 fu ſwero. 
ſoꝛt at leaſtwiſe befo2etolde of ſkilful 
Aſtrologers. But goc to, let vs graunt 
that thoſe plagues, the cramples wher 
of are bꝛought out of holy Scripture, 
were ſent by Angelles, and therefoꝛe 
to haue beene without infection, Ahy 
notwithſtanding ſhoulde it bee leſſe 
abſurde and againſt reaſen thereof to 
gather that no Plague is ſent by An⸗ 

gelles, then if he ſhoulde holde that no 

bayle, no ſl ewe, no lightning, is 

made by the courſe of nature, becauſe 

that in many places of the Striptures 

we reade that by the Piniſterie ofAn- 

gelles it hath both hayled, 4 that moſt 

rough winds haue blowen, and that it 

hath hoꝛribly thuͤdꝛed:? But, ſap they, 4. exceptis, - 
thoſe eramples of the Plague by An- | 
gels are ſet foꝛth vnto vs ſoꝛ crample, 

that thereby we might learne rightly | 

to iudge of middle cauſes, and of the 


oziginal of the Plague. 2 
Uerily who wyll deny that what {#/wexe, 
53 things 
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thinges ſoeuer are wꝛitten, are there⸗ 
foꝛe witten, that by them we ſhould | 
be inſtructed, and that al things which 
are rehearſed in the holy ſcriptures of 
p Pinilterie of Angelles not only in Þ 
plague, but alſo infamine and other 
calamitics,both to deſtroy thewicked, 
and alſo to co2rec 02 exerciſe the god 
doe b2ing vnto vs great p2ofite , that 
wer may learne to feare and loue god, 
who is not tyed vnto the lawes of nas 
ture, as the Stopke philoſophers haus 
thought, ⁊ hath certaine inſtruments 
of his iudgementes, moꝛe fearefull e⸗ 
nen then thoſe which are perteiued by 
our ſenſes, But heereof is not conclu⸗ 
ded that which thou wouldeſt haue, 
namely,that thus wee are taught that 
there are no naturall cauſes vſed by 
Angelles to the perfourmance of God 
his cominaundementes, What, that 
the Scripture afoo2zdeth vs examples 
of the Plague ſent vpon men, making 
no mention of Angelles? Foz thoſe a- 
gainſt whom J diſpute do graunt, that 
it was the Plague of which Eze- 
cas was ſicke? yet is her not gr to 
aus 
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haue beene ſticken by Angelles , God 
doeth often by Moyſes and other Pꝛo⸗ 
phetes thꝛeaten the Plague vnto ſin⸗ 
ners, neither is there any doubt, but 
that theſe thꝛeatninges were not in 
baine : pet doeth hee no where recite 
that he will alwaves ſend them by An 
gelles, The Pſalmiſt ſeemeth in cer⸗ 
taine Pſalmes altogeather too ſhewe 
that hee was taken with the Plague, 
whom not withſtãding we neuer read 
to haue been ſtricken with any wound 
geuen by the Angels, All theſe things 
thercfo2e,vnleſſe A bee fouly deteiued, 
make nothing at all to the taking as 
way of the contagious apꝛe, the ſecond 
cauſe of 


next, vpon what reaſon J p2ay you is 
it grounded? They ſay that the plague 


this ſickneſſe. 4e 
But this allo which they let downe N er. 


is ſent vnto men by the ſingular and Anſrrere, 


eſpeciall pꝛouidente of G OD. And 
what ſay they heere which may not be 
affirmed of euery thing which cometh 
to paſſe in the wozld: Foz, as he ſaith, 
not ſo much as one Sparrowe falleth 
vnto the earth without the ern 
215 4 0 


19 I. Anſirere. 
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of Ood, and the hayꝛes of dur head are 
numbꝛed, which pꝛouidence ik it ber 
ſtretched vnto ſingular thinges, doubt⸗ 
leſſe it is in ſuche ſoꝛt vniuerlall in the 
generall, that it is alſo ſingular in the 
ſingular. They ſay after ward, ſo often 
as pᷣplague reigneth in the world, that 
all thoſe are kept from this inkecdi⸗ 
on, whom God hath appointed to pꝛe⸗ 
ſcruc aline;and that vnto the others al 
pla ces are infections,albeit they be ne- 
uer ſo farre froin thoſe which are ſicke 
of the Plague. And they adde mo2eos 
uer, why then doe we feare infection? 
is it not a fonde thing too feare that 
which is not? J foꝛ my part cannot ſee 
howe theſe thinges are not vtterly not 
hanging togeather. Foꝛ howe can all 
places be infectious vuto any man, yk 
there bee no infection? Unleſſe perad⸗ 
urnture they put the caſe ſo to be. But 
truely it cannot by any meanes be ga⸗ 
thered by the tertaintie of God his p20 
uidente that the plague is not infects 
ous, Therefoꝛe this argument raun- 
geth beyonde the queſtion pꝛopoun⸗ 
ded. \ 

| Poꝛeo⸗ 
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oꝛcouer ſhall wee thinke that the . Auſirere. 
number of thoſe which (hall dye , 1s 

moꝛe tertaine as oftentumes as Cod 

ſendeth the Plague, then when as hee 
caſtcth any other dartes? Now if they 
off ende not againſt the pꝛouidence of 
God, who leauing, as it is meete, 
thinges vnknowne vnto vs, to the god 
will and pleaſure of God, doe vſe re⸗ 
medics of Phiſicke both pꝛeſeruatiue 
t ſanatiue, that is, to keepe away ſick⸗ 
neſſe, and alſo to heale when it com⸗ 
meth, why ſhall wee not doe the like 
alſo in the heate of the Plague? As 
therefoꝛe GOD hath appointed ſome 
which ſhall not dye of the Plague, ſo 
alſo hath hee appointed remedies, by 
which ſo farre as in the lyeth, me may 
auoyde the Plague. And it is one and 
the ſame pꝛouidence of Godin al kinde 
of diſeaſes with which hee hath oꝛdei⸗ 
ned by an vnchaungeable decree what 
ſhall come to paſſe, although the na- 
tures of the diſeaſes differ neuer (0 
muche within them ſelucs. Newe a- 
mong the chiefc remedies and pꝛeui⸗ 
25 in phiſicke againſt infection, that 
WS going 
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going aſide in due ſeaſon is woꝛthily 
reckoned, the very nature and ſignifica 
tion of the woꝛde Contagion doeth de⸗ 
clare, although neither all ber ſaued 
which flie, neyther all dye which tarry. 
God without doubt when he ſent a fa⸗ 
mine into AÆgypt, and the regions 
therabout, had determined who ſhould 
dye in that ſcarcitie,yet foꝛ al this cea⸗ 
ſeth not Ioſeph w moſt wyſe Counſail 
to pꝛouide fo2 the AÆgyptians: the 
which thing alſo the Churches vnder 
Claudius the Emperour did, when as 
they vnderſtoode by Agabus the Pꝛo⸗ 
phet that there ſhoulde a famine come, 
The Loꝛde alſo knewe who ſhould dic 
in that moſt cruell warre of the Aſſyri- 
ans vnder Ezechias: and yct doth both 
Ezechias and the Pꝛophet Eſay himſelf 
defende them ſelues with the walles of 
the Citie. What ſhoulde J ſay moꝛe: 
when as Paul knewe aſſuredly, that 
neither he himſelf, neither any of thoſe 
which were with him ſhoulde periſhe 
in the ſhipw2acke, yet ſayde hee to the 
mariners pꝛeparing fofltc out of the 
yp, Yee cannot be ſaued, vnleſſe _ 
my 


ol the Plague. 
farry . Chꝛiſte alſo albeit hee knewe 
v his houre was not yet come, yet did 
he moꝛe then once withdꝛaw humſelf, 
when hee was ſought foꝛ to be ſlaine. 


moſt cer taine, namely, that hapning 
oꝛ chaunce is repugnant vnto the ſure 
and ſtedfaſt decree of O O D, albeit it 


make not much to the matter, yet who 


wil graunt it the? We cal thoſe happe⸗ 


ning and chauncing cauſes, whiche ol 
theyꝛ owne nature may fall out vnto 
eyther part, if any man ſhoulde take 


them out of the nature of thinges, 1 


knowe not whether her ſhoulde haue a⸗ 
ny man of right iudgement too holde 
with him. They ſay out of Auguſtine, 
the will of God is the neceſsitie of 
thinges. J graunt ſo far as perteineth 
vnto the ende and effectes of the tauſes 
theſelues. But as the ſame Auguſtine 
ſayth very well, it followeth not, that 
albeit all thinges which God hath de⸗ 
creed ſhall come to paſſe, muſte needes 
tome paſſe, p therfoꝛe they com to paſſe 
ofneceſſary cauſes, lyke as the Stoykes 
dyd falllꝑ conclude, and the ſame _ 


Finally that which they take uz 


Chrif. 
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be pꝛooued by moſt certayne and very 
plainccramples : Foꝛ what? Doe wee 
not beleeue that Chꝛiſte had in deede 
mans bones: And therefoꝛe ſuche as of 
they2 owne nature might at any tyme 
be b2okcn? But pet indeede they could 
not be bzoken, when as it was others 
wyſe decreed by Ood. Therfoꝛe by hap 
and chance, concerning they2 owne na 
ture they were not b2oke,whenas not⸗ 
withſtanding they were ſuch as might 
haue bene bꝛoken, and pet by God his 
decree they remayned of necellitie vn⸗ 
bꝛoken. Againe, that Chꝛiſte from the 
verp tyme that he tooke vpon hym our 
lleſh was endued w a moꝛtall body all 
Chꝛiſtian men doe confelſe, Therefo2g 
of his owne nature he might haue been 
llayne by Herod with the other little 
childzen:but by God his decrec hecould 
not. Therfoꝛe that hee was not then 
llapne, fell out by hap and chaunte yt 
pou conſidery nature of his body, when 
as it might haue chaunced other wyſe: 
but by God his decrer hee couldno moꝛe 
be ſlaine, then God his will be chaun⸗ 
ged. The ſame Chʒiſt when as he was 

carried 
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carried to be crucified, was the doubt⸗ 
leſſe of ſuche health y he needed not at 
that time to haue dyed. He dyed there- 
foꝛe by chaunte, if vou ſtande vpon the 
cauſe of his naturall death, and pet he 
dycd of necelſitic, yf you goe to the vn⸗ 
chaungeable appointmente of his fa- 
ther, becauſe his houre was tome: and 
withall he dyed willingly, betauſe her 
layde downe his life foz vs. Thus far 
thereloꝛe is neither chaunce noꝛ will 
repugnant vnto the moſt certayne ves 
cree of God, 
There remaineth an argumente 
taken out from experience, the which 
where as in ſhewe it ſeemeth verye 
ſtrong, pet is it of no foꝛce too take as 
way infection, that is, too pꝛoue the 
Plague not to be infectious , If, laye  ,,, 2 
they the plague come of naturall cau⸗ a 
ſes, oꝛ of ſome certaine conſtellation, 
o2 of coꝛrupt ayꝛe, then ſhoulde al they 
doubtleſſe be infected which dwell vn⸗ 
der thc ſame conſtellation, oꝛ take the 
ſame coꝛrupt apꝛe, which is founde too 
be falſe, But very reaſon it ſelfe docth 4er. 
pPꝛooue the falſhoode of this * 
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Foz whois ſo vnſkilfull which knows 
eth not that one # the ſelfc ſame cauſe 
doeth not alwayes fo much as woozke 
alike, muche leffe equallp, nap, that the 
| effectes are diuerſe accoꝛding vnto the 
diuerſitie of the matter it woꝛketh vp⸗ 
on: One and the ſelf fame Noꝛthwind 
doeth not equally anoy men with cold. 


_ | Eucry man therkoꝛe ſceth how weake 


this reaſon is. But let vs graunt that 
in ſome place euerp man ok himſelfe is 

apt to receiue the coꝛrupte apꝛe, pet 
map manp thinges happen why the 
ſame effect in all ſhoulde not folow, as 
| namely foꝛ exaple ſake, that one man 
taketh the pꝛeſeruatiue medicine, ano⸗ 
ther docth not: one fooꝛthwith vſeth a 
good meditine, another verylate oꝛ ne⸗ 
uer, Laſt of all that which is the pꝛin⸗ 
cipall point, is to be conſidered, that 
Almightie God doeth gouerne and oꝛ⸗ 
der naturall cauſes and they? effectes, 
uàs it pleaſeth hym, and that hecreof 
it commeth to paſſe that infection tou⸗ 
cheth not euery one which is in daun 
ger ol it, as it is w2itten Plalm, 97.6. 
nerther pet is deadly vnto euery one 


that 
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that it hath infected:like as poyſon alſo 
dꝛunken is not, as it is wzitten Marke 
16. 18. Therefoꝛe this argument alſo 
is neuer awhit ſtronger, that there is 
no infection in the plague, becauſe that 
many w keepe companye with thoſe þ 
are ſicke of the plague, are not taken, x 
contrariwilc they that are abſent are 
infected : As if the poyſon of a Uiper 
were not deadly, becauſe that Paule 
N _ one, felt no harme at al 
Act. 28. 5. And thus farre concerning 
infection, Whether and 
Dwe wee mult intreat of going in what re- 
aſide : fo2 ſo J had rather call it ſpett it is law 
then flying , although J thinke it the / fall in the 
poynt of a wyle man to dlie perill with 7.2 te goe 
reaſon, There are ſome thefoze which afar. 
do ſo farfoo2th without exception finde 1 
fault with going aſive foꝛ the Plague, 
that they count it alſo a very haynos 
offence , albeit they thinke that thoſe 
which tary, ought not to vſe raſhneſſe. 
There are on the otherſide which hold 
that cuery man, ſo ſoone as the plague 
commeth, as if it were with ſetting 
bp a ſigne too runne away, ought too 
peouide 


; Wi 
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pꝛouide fo2 him ſelf,hauing no regard, 
02 at leaſtwiſe verye ſmall of this fe⸗ 


lowſhip and dueties Which Chꝛiſtian 
Charitie doeth commaunde, Why J 


foꝛ mp part doe diſſent from both theſe 
and eſpecially from the latter, J think 


J haue moſt lawfull cauſes , But be⸗ 


foꝛe that J plainely ſet downe my 


The reaſons 
of thoſe © 
which hold 

it vnlawſul / 


leo fle inthe 


time ofthe 
Plague. 


iudgement concerning this matter, J 


deſire that we map firſt heare theſe di⸗ 


ſputing the one againſt p other. Thus 
therefoꝛe they which thinke it not law 
full to flie at all, doe firſt of all Philo⸗ 
ſophically diſpute againſt theſe that 
hold it not lawrull to tarry at al. They 
alleadge out of Plato his Gorgias, that 
it is fooliſhneſſe to ſeare death: and 
that her cannot ſeeme to be a teinperat 
perſon whiche flycth death, becauſe it 
pꝛoceedeth of to muche delight in life, 
no: yet to be a iuſt man, foꝛ p he which 
in the time of the plague pꝛouideth fo: 
himſelfe by running awap, doeth peeld 
neyther to God noꝛ man his due. Zo 
theſc reaſons they ſet down others t a⸗ 
ken out of the holy Scriptures: as 
namely that they think not wel of the 

pꝛoui⸗ 
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an hath done, but that which hath of 
| C ten 
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pꝛouidence of god, by whoſe vnchange⸗ 


able decrec, the courſe of mans life e⸗ 


ſpeciallyis limitted: that they diſtruſt 
God, and chiefly beleeue not this pꝛo⸗ 
miſe, I will bee thy God and the God 
of thy (cede : that they are voyde of all 
Charitie, nay that which moze is, of al 
naturall pitty and affection: that they 
tempte God after the crample of the 
Iſraelites,Exod,17,3.and Plalme 78. 
18, appoynting God by what maner, 
place, time, and by what meanes hee 
may ſaue them: that they loue not 
God from theyꝛ heart: that being in- 
amoꝛed with carthly goods, they foz- 
llewe the heaucnly : that they feare 


death to much:that they ſet thiſelues 


agaynſt the will of God, which is al⸗ 
wayes god: that they thinke them- 
ſelues ſtronger then God, e that they 
can eſcape his hande: that thep doe a⸗ 
penly bꝛeake the lawe of Chꝛiſte and 
ok nature, by which we are commaun⸗ 
ded to doe vnto others as wee woulde 


doe and teache that, which no Chꝛiſti⸗ 


haue doone vnto our ſelues: that they 


þ 


| 
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ten beene doone by the Heathens. And 
thus muche ſay they, vnto whom theſe 


haue nothi ig to anſwere, who vnder 


pꝛetence of ſauing life perſwade flying 


away without exception. Mherefoꝛe 


if theſe thinges bee alleadged againſt 


the former 
reaſ os if they 
be ſimply al- 


E lead An 


any maner 
of occaſion go 
47 tle. 


thole which doe in ſuche loꝛte Aye ths 


ÞPlague,) they doe but neuer ſo little 
ſwarue from the Lawes ol godlineſle 
and Charitie, J hold with theyꝛ aduer⸗ 
ſaries, and count them woozthie of all 
blame which flie from thence, whither 
they ſhoulde rather runne, if they had 
but one ſparke ofhumanitie, But ik 
theſe reaſons be w2eſted againſt thoſe 


erat who being mooued with iuſt cauſes go 


aſide, and keepe that meane by which 
they let paſſe no parte of duetie eyther 
againſt God oꝛ theyꝛ neighbo2 (which 
we ſay may often times be doone) wer 
aſfirme al theſe argumentes in ſhewe 
neuer ſo ſtrong.to be of no foꝛte, t the 
matter it ſelfe be diligently weighed, 
Fo2,to anlweare vnto they? firſf rea- 
ſon, albeit the decree of G O D be vn⸗ 
chaung:able,and that his eternal pꝛo⸗ 
uidence hath ſet the vnremooucable 

boundes 
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boundes of our life, pet doeth not this 
take away the oꝛdinarp and lawfull 
meancs to ſaue our life, no not als 
though a man haue receiued an auns 
ſwerefrom G DD of pꝛolonging his 
lyfe, as wee haue ſhewed a little bees - 
fo:e by the manyfeſf example of Paul, 
Actes 27,14.4 31, muche leſſe that we 
map not vſe theſe meanes, when as it 
is pct hid from vs what God from euer 
laſting hath decreed concerning the 
pꝛolonging 02 ending of our life. Poꝛe⸗ 
ouer why ſhoulde he be ſayd to diſtruſt 
the pꝛomiſes of O. d, which doth ſo fol⸗ 
low the wayes appointed by God to a- 
noide cuilles, that notwithſtanding he 
dependeth wholy vpon G DD, vnleſle 
pcraduenture we can anywhere in the 
holy Dcriptures finde this commaun- 
dement expꝛelly wzitten, When the 
Plague rageth, flye not away. And that 
amongeſt them pꝛeſeruatiue remes - 
dies are to be reckoned 4 that amongſt 
theſe going aide alſo in due tune is to 
be numbꝛed, p very name of contagion 
doth ſhew.Yea g this alſo is manpfeſt, 


that hee doeth not onely not offende a · 
C2 gainſt 
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gainſt Chꝛiſtian charitie, neither pet 


tempt God, which doeth in ſuch ſoꝛt by 
going aſide auoyde the Plague, that in 
the meane ſeaſon hee let paſſe no duty 


charitic towardes his neighbour, that 
on the conrary ſide, 'vnlelle hee doe it 
ſoinctimes, he may bee thought wooꝛ⸗ 
thily to pꝛouoke God againſt him, and 
to bee woꝛſe then an Infidell, as being 
one that raſhly putting himſelk indan⸗ 
ger of deadly infection, ſeemeth not to 
haue had care of him and his. 

The fifth and ſixth accuſation is 
neuer awhit truer. They loue not god, 
ſay they , and gaping after earth⸗ 
lp thinges, they care not fo2 heauenly, 
J pꝛay you why lo? becauſe they that 
loue God, deſire nothing moꝛe then to 
be with him, which falleth out vnto vs 
by death, but they contrariwiſe feare 
nothing moꝛe. Nay truely he which 
in louung hath only this laſt end befoꝛe 
him, foꝛ his owne p2ofite ſake to emoy 
the thing hee loneth, by what meanes 
ſo euer it be, ſhal woꝛthily be tudged to 
loue himſelle rather then his friendes. 

Therfozg 


of godlineſſe towardes GD D, noꝛ k 


| * foze whoſoeuer fiyethteath, is not by 
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Cherefoꝛe the ſelfe ſame perſon which 

deſtreth to bee looſed and to bee with 
Chꝛiſte, wiſheth allo foꝛ his bꝛethꝛens 
ſake to bee ſeparated as a thing accur⸗ 
ſed: Act. 9. 3. neyther doeth hee deliuer 
vp his life into the hands of them Þ lay 
in wait foꝛ him, appcaling onto Cæſar: 
Act. 25. 1 1. and geueth thankes foꝛ his 
health reſtoꝛed vnto him, . Cor. 1. 11. 
That, that Dauid alſo doeth not ſo 
muthe flie Saule and Abſolon, as death Dasid. 
being notwithſtanding a wooꝛſhipper 
of God? Mhat, that hee and Ezechias ghar. 
doe expꝛelly pꝛay againſt death! Ther⸗ 


and by to be iudged not to loue God:as 
cõtrariwiſe whoſoeuer deſircth death, 
is not to be thought to loue God, but he 
only who lawfully # with a good con- 
ſcience obeivng the will of God pꝛepa⸗ 
reth himſelfe eyther to ſuffer 02 auoyd 
death. The ſame alſo is to be iudged 7 
of the feare of death, to wit, that if it be | 
grotided vp6 god rea ſõ, # be moderat, 
it is not only not to be condemned, but 
alſo to be allowed as a pꝛeſeruer of life 


graffed in vs by God. Therefoze that 
| C3 keare 
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fearc of cuill is condemned by the w2t- 
tinges of philoſopers, which is contra- 
ry vnto foꝛtitude, and calleth vs from 
that which one of vs oweth vnto ano⸗ 
ther: and out of Holy Scripture, that 
feare which is againſt faith and Cha⸗ 
ritue. Foꝛ it is another thing to take 
cleane away natural affedions (which 
no man can doe if hee woulde neuer ſo 
faine) then to moderate and rule them: 

the which the Philoſophers very well 
tcache ought too bee done, but howe it 
may be doone the only woꝛd of GDD 
by the holy Ohoſte doeth declare. And 
concerning thoſe thinges which ther 
cite out of Tertullian, they partly rowe 
beyond his mark, when as he ſpeaketh 
of flying only in per ſecution, and part? 
ly with the great conſent of the church 
arc reckoned amongeſt his blemiſhes, 
as one that in this argument was car- 
ried beyonde the But. No man queſti⸗ 
onleſſe that is godly , and of right vn- 
derſtanding, euer condemned the goc- 
png aſide of lacob, no man euer con- 
denned Dauid flying the fury of Saul, 
and cenſpiracy of Abſalon, noz Helias 


auoyving 


of the Plague. 


auoyding by flying p rage of Iezabel, 
no man euer condemned the going a⸗ 
ſide of Athanaſius moze then once, 

Neither heere haue wee to flie either 
vnto the agony of Chꝛiſte, oꝛ vnto that 
of Math, 10.23 , If they perſecute 
you in one Citte , flie into another, 
which places J confes are of ſome not 
fitly alleadged. Foz as touching the 
feares of Chꝛiſt, they are grounded vp⸗ 
on a peculiar conſideration, are not 
to be dꝛawen into example: when as 
there is handled of the myſtery of our 
ſaluation, the partes whereof Chꝛiſte 
alone both conlde and did take vppon 
him, in the which, to wit, he did ſerthat 
fearefull wꝛath ot his father, and in⸗ 
deede felt it, bearing the puniſhmente 
due vnto our ſinnes . Mee contrary- 
wyſe at our death are not tryed with 
the ſame feares, becauſe wee haue the 
Father appeaſed with vs and th2oi'gh 
faith beholde life in death it ſelfe. And 
that ſaying of Chꝛiſte is doubtleſſe no 
commaundement of flying away, but 
contrariwiſe admoniſheth faithful pas 
Cours, that beeing feared with no 
C4 thꝛeat 
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thꝛeatninges, il they be d21nen out of 
one place, they haſten vnto another, 
the which afterwards we ſe diligent- 
lye to haue been doone by the Apoſtles. 

But let vs heare ſomething elſe of 
moꝛe weight peraduenture. 


There 
can nothing bee ſent of God ( ſay they) 
but that whiche is good, nay there is 
nothing geod, but that which cometh 


of God:but the plague is (cnt of God: 
thcrefo2e it is good, if not of it owne 
nature, vet in reſpea of the good ende, 
namely to puniſhe our ſinnes, too trye 
our faith, to dꝛiue vs too repentaunce,. 
too bꝛyng foo2th Hypocrites intoo the 
light. Who therfo2c, ſay they, can de⸗ 
ny but that they fiyc the thing that is 
good, which five the Plague , by the 
which God bꝛingeth all theſe thynges 
to paſſc? Againe, that which God ſen⸗ 
deth vpon all, that is tc ſay, vpon any 
one Church oꝛ common wealth, as, ſoz 


erample, the Plague, the ſame he will 


haue boꝛn of all. Now if the plague be 


to be boꝛne, how is it to fled fro: Ther⸗ 
foꝛe they ſet thẽſelues againſt the wpl 
of GD, which flic the Plague : nay 
they fig in vaineÞceauſe it is in vaine 
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to ſfrine againſt the wyll of God, But 
what could haue bynſpoken moꝛe fond 
than thefe thinges Foz too let paſſe 


the falſhood that lyeth in theſe woꝛds, 


Good and Euill, in this argument, to 
what end J pꝛay you,ſhouldthey enter 
into this diſputation cõcerning the na 
ture of things? There is no ; noenill(that 
is to ſap, no calamitie oꝛ puniſhment) 
in the Citie, which the Loꝛde hath not 
doone, ſayth the P2ophet. Why there- 
foꝛe ſhall wee call famine, Peſtilente, 
Tlarre, and ſuch like good 2 Becauſe 
ſay they, they fall ont vnto the good of, 
the goodly:, J graunt it, betauſe the 
fetcheth light out of darkeneſſe , Pea, 
but the godly are infkructed by ſinne it 
ſelfe, Are ſinnes J p2ay you thereſoꝛe 
god, and doth he which reſiſteth them, 
reſiſt God? To bee ſhoꝛt who ſeeth not 
that to pꝛay vnto God agiunft thinges 
which of theyꝛ owne nature are hurte⸗ 
full vnto vs, and withall to vie iuſt x 
lawfnll remedies to auoyde them, if it 
may de, ſo that we commit the ende to 


Ood, to be afarre other thing, then it 
1s wa bes made that ann 
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that we coulde withſtand God,o2 by a⸗ 
ny meanes be able to eſcape his iudge⸗ 
ment? / braham himſelf, Iſaac and la- 
cob did fipe hüger, the which notwith⸗ 
ſtanding was ſent of god, who pet can- 
not be ſayde to haue fled the thing that 
was good, oꝛ tohaue ſinned. As fo2 that 
Whiche they ſo greatly ſtande vppon, 
namely, py thoſe which fiye the plague 
doc bꝛeake that immwueable pꝛecepte 
which humanitie it ſelfe teacheth, 
Whatſocuer yee woulde that men 
ſhoulde doe vntoyou, doe ye the ſame 
vnto them: as it is wooꝛthily turned 
vpon the which do in ſuch loꝛt flpe the 
Plague, oꝛ any other danger, that then 
foꝛellew the dutie of a Chꝛiſtian man: 
ſo doth it in no caſe make againſt the, 
who vnleſſe they did thun the Plague 
by going aſide, might woozthily bes 

iudged to haue foeſlewed the ſelfs 
ſame thing which they owe both vnto 
theyꝛ Countrey,and alſo vnto theyz 
neighbour, And truely J domarucile, 
that thoſe which without exception do 
condemne going aſide, as being of if 


ſelfe repugnant vnto Charitie, doe not 
conlÞ 
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conſider that Charitie doth no leſſe re⸗ 
quire that wee pꝛouide ſo2 the whole, 
then that wee helpe thoſe that are tas 
ken with that ſicknefle, 

Finally, they lap, that as ma⸗ 
ny as ſlye the Plague, doe that which 
no Chꝛiſtian euer did, when as there 
is no example thercot in the Holy Yi- 
ſtozies. 

J aunſwere , that this is to de⸗ 
ceitfull a kinde of Argument, when as 
it is apparaunt that in the holy Scrip⸗ 
tures is not ſet downe what euery one 
hath doone: and that in many the ge- 
nerall rules of doctrine are ſufficiente 
to determine thoſe thinges wherof we 
haue no commaundement,no2 any par 
ticular example:and that it is without 
doubte that it is not ſet downe howe 
often the people hath been viſited with 
the Plague, neyther pet howe cuerys * 
man behaued hunſcife in the Plague. 
But they ſay that they haue altogeas 
ther contrary counſayle in the holy 
Striptures: ſoꝛ that Dauid dooth call 
vs backe vnto the Tabernacle of the 
moſt higheſt, Plal. 91. As W 


Daxil1, 


Eſagat. 


Queſtions 


not vnto God, which lawfully vſcth 
going aſide, But pet, ſaye they, Dauid 
did not flyc that very ſoꝛe Plague, 
whercof is mention made 2. Sam, 24, 
neyther remwued his houſholde vntoo 
any other place. J graunt , But howe 
many peculiar circumſtances doe fo2- 
bid vs to make of that a gencrall con- 
cluſton? Fo: hee himſelfe was the cauſe 
of this Plague, and wooꝛthily ſo farre 
foꝛth troubled, that he witneſſeth huw 
ſelfe with his owne deſtruction to bee 
ready to redeeme the publiquecalami- 
tie. Furthermoꝛe when as this plague 
contmued not aboue thꝛee vaycs at the 
moſt, what plate was there left vnto 
him to take aduiſemente? Moꝛeouer, 
whyther A pꝛay ſhoulde her haue fled, 
whe as yp plague was whote in al his 
dominion, and yet is ſapde not at all o: 
elſe verpe little to haue touched the 
chiefe Citie it ſelfe? Agayne, they lay, 
Eſayas fled not from Ezechias beeing 
ſicke of the Plague, As yf wee held 
that the ſheepheardes with a good con- 
ſcience might willingly and of they2 


owne accozve leaue they; ſheepe. 4 
12 an 
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and what if J ould take erception 
that Elayas came not vnto Ezechias 
but by the eſpectall commaundemente 
of O O D: fo2 ſo docth the Vilto- 
ry bcare retoꝛd. But, ſay they, leremi- fn 
as alſo and Baruche with other godly zg 
men ſled not out of the Citie being be⸗ 
ſieged of the Chaldees, albeit a greate 
part of the people dyed as well of the 
Plague, as of amine. Neither doe 
wer ſay that wa may wo2thily ſhun 
the Plague by going aſide, if we ſhould 
depart from that which wee owe vnto 
GO D, our Countrep, and cuery one 
of our ncighbours. But J maruayle 
that thoſe which alleadge this cram- 
ple of Ieremiec,hauec foꝛgotten that her 
was taken at the Gate of the Cit ie, 
when as he aſſayed to get out. Hierem 
7,12, 
Laſt of al they bꝛing fooꝛth a no⸗ 
table example of the Churche of Alex- 
andria,out of the ſcuenth booke, Chap. 
20,0f Euſebius. As though we did as 
lowe the going aſide,cyther of all,o2 in 
all places, and times, oꝛ doe not teache 
that 


an. 
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that ſuche conſtancie and Charitie is 
bot h to be pꝛayſed and allo followed, 
ſo that a generall rule bee not made 
thereof. Foꝛ Eule bius hunſelfe doeth 
not ſay that cuery one, but that very 
many of the Chꝛiſtians did it. 
Thercfo:e to ende theſe thinges 
at length, there hath beene pet nothing 
alleadged whereby the Plague hath 
bene pꝛoued eyther not to bee infects 
ous, oꝛ that going aſide to auoide the 
ſame, is without exception too be ton⸗ 
demned. Foꝛ, that going aſide is one 
of the verp chiefe among naturall re⸗ 
medics and pꝛouiſocs in infectious diſ⸗ 
eaſcs, reaſon and experience it ſelf doth 
teache. Foꝛ doubtleſſe the woꝛde Con- | 
tagion it ſelf docth aloude ſpeake this, 
that thole thinges which are lefſe farre 
of are moꝛe in daunger of it, and it is 
daylp to be ſcene, that by remouing in 
due time vnto moꝛe healthfull places 4 
many haue beene pꝛeſerued: whom ik | 
any man will except, ſhoulde haue byn 
ſaued,ifthcy had tarryed ſtyll at home 
becauſe God had ſo decreed : What J 


p:ay you ſhal be ſay, which agreeth — 
alſo 
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alſo vnto the other Tunnings # reme- 
dies of al perilles? Therfoꝛe we ought 
to laugh at as needleſſe, not onelp phi⸗ 
ſicke, but alſo al pꝛudence # wiſedome 
which is vſed in auopding of dangers 
of al ſoꝛtes:neither ſhould there be any 
difference betweene raſhnes and coun⸗ 
ſaple, betweene foꝛtitude and boldnes. 
But the matter is far otherwyſe , bes 
cauſe like as God by his euerlaſt ing x 
bnchaungeable decree hath appointed 
the courſe of our life, ſo hath he alſo 02- 
deyned midle cauſes, which we ſhould 
vſe to pꝛeſerue our life withall, | 
It remapneth that J ſhewe when en 4 man 
there is place foꝛ going aſide, Fo2 as 0- ay goe alde 
ther thinges indifferent, ſo likewiſe foy the 
may a man vle goeing aſide both well Plague. 
and yll: and ſo far of is it that J would 
perſwade the ſame vnto cuery man 
without exception, that contrariwiſe 
J confeſſe that they offend much leſſe, 
who euen when they might other wiſe 
with a god conſciente withdꝛaw them 
ſelues had rather yet to tarrp: and al⸗ 
ſo to veture the danger of they? life, thẽ 
that they might ſeme to haue foꝛſaken 

they 
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theyꝛ neighbour, J confeſſe J ſay that 
theſe offend much leſſe the thoſe which 
being carried away with to much di⸗ 
ſtruſt, oꝛ with vnmcaſurable feare of 
death, ſoꝛeſlewing al dueties of huma⸗ 
nitie, haue this onely befoꝛe their eies, 
Quickly, A far of, Long ere you return 
agayne: Yen ſurely moſt woꝛthie to 
be thꝛuſt out of al company of men, the 
bandes whercof they b2cake all to 
pceces. Nowe what in th is point may 
be obſerued, J foꝛ my part thinke may 
this way bee determined. 

Firſt at all, I thinke that this is to 
be pꝛouided, that cucry man doe ſum⸗ 
mon hunſelfc vnto the iudgement ſeat 
of Ood vnto the Plague as vnto the 
coming of newes of the wꝛath of god, 
condemning himſelfe, that he map bee 
acquited by him, and that withall her 
weigh with himſclfe that hee is called 
fooꝛth to pleade his cauſc, that this 
rod cannot be auoyded with change of 
places, but of maners: and that if hee 
mult dye, 5ᷣ this is decreed foꝛ the god 
of them which dye, foꝛaſmuche as they 
are bleſſed, which die in the Loꝛd. j 

n 
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An other point is, that no man ei⸗ 
ther goe aſide oꝛ tarry with a doubtfull 
conſcience: but when as he ſhall haue 
learned out of the woꝛde of God, what 
his dutie is, that commending himſelfe 
vnto Ood, he continue conſtantly ther⸗ 
in. 

And albeit that in ſo grrate varietie 
of tirtumſtances, rules foꝛ cucry ſingu 
lar thing cannot be (ct downe: pet is it 
no harde matter to geue certaine gene⸗ 
rall pꝛeceptes agrecable vnto the woꝛd 
of God, by the whiche as by a certame 
Ruler ſingular caſes map afterwards 


it is the tõmaundement of God, I hou 


ſhalt not lil, & that therfoꝛe neither the 


life of theſclues oꝛ theirs is raſhly tobe 


awap, know, that no ma ought to haue 
ſo great regard either of his owne ſel:e 
oz of his Familie, that he foꝛget, what 


ge oweth vnto his countrey and felolu 


Citizens, to bee ſhoꝛt, what one owety 
dnto another, _ they be bounde 


bu 


(as they lay) be tryed. Let them theres 7 he 
foze which thinke to tarry, know, that arg. 


put in daunger of deadly infection. Let 7 hey has 
the on the otherſide which thinke to go te 0 
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by the common band of humaine ſocie⸗ 
tie, oꝛ by any other kinde of friendſhip, 
Fo? lone ſecheth not the thungs which 
are her owne: TWhereto2e J conteſſe 
that 2 cannot (ce (without blame nats 
withitanding ol any man beit ſpoken) 
by what reaton at ali thep arc fozbidde 
to deyart . which either by reaſon of age 
oꝛ of icknelfc paſt hope of reconery can 
not helpe others: and if they tarry, 
they may ſceme therefoꝛe onely to bee 
lapyed, that they may dye to the great 
loſſe of the cõmon wealth, Foz as their 
gcrueltie can neuer enough ber blamed, 
wich 15 i them out of theyꝛ Cities, 
| efycctallyif they be ofthe poꝛer ſoꝛte: 
ſo both the godly naturalneſſe of pa- 
reres intime pꝛouiding foz the lyfe of 
thv2s without the hurte of any man, 
ſeemeth vnto me to bee greatly to bee 
cominended, 2 alſo the pꝛouidente of þ 
Magiſtrates much to bee to be pꝛaiſed, 
which without the hurt of the commd 
wealth, haue care 5 thoſe weake ones 
as ſve plots of Citizens, map bee well 
ſeene to, 


And heere commeth in the way — 
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that general band eſpecially, wher with 5 3 
man is bounde vnto inan, and p which 44d 
without the taliing away of humanity 
it ſelle, cannot be bꝛoken. There is alſo Another 
an other bande binding every Citizen more ſpectall. 
vnto his Country and Citie. But both 
theſe bandes J afkirine thus far to bee 
naturall and vn:uerſal, that cucry one 
muſt haue regard of his cate, and cal- 
ling, Fo2 ſome ſerue in publique offices 
cyther ciuill oꝛ ofthe miniſterp, and o⸗ 
thers are pꝛiuate per ſons, the bãds, ol 
pꝛiuate perſons betweene them ſelucs 
are manpfolde, the which nature it ſelf 
knitteth,and Chꝛiſtian godlineſſe bin⸗ 
deth: the which vnleſſe they be diſter⸗ 
ned aſuder,that every man may know 
what his duetie is in al things, it muſt 
needes be that confuſion ſhal beare the 
wing in al thinges vnder a ſhew of oꝛ⸗ 
der. Thercfoꝛe (that may keepe mee 
to the matter that J haue in hande) let 
man helpe man, Citizen Citizen, that 
needeth any helpe of his, accoꝛding to 
his power: t᷑ let him not think of going 
aſide, by whiche it may iuſtly appeare 
likely vnto him to come too paſſe, * 
0 by 


rates. 


Queſtions | 
by this meanes ſome body ſhalbe yl lo⸗ 
ked vnto,much moꝛe that though con- 
tempt of any man, oꝛ of an ouerthwart 
fcarc of death hee departe not a hay2es 
b:cadth from the duet ie of humanitie. 
Vut when as without the foꝛellewing 
of his duety, 4 publique offence he may 
be ware both fo2 him and his, by going 
aſide, X ſe no cauſe why he may not on- 
ly not doe it, but alſo why hee is not 
bound to doe it. Vet leaſt in this caſe a⸗ 
mp man by flattering ofhimſclf might 
7 da i 57 unne againſt his neighboz,it ſhalbe the 
2 32 duty of the Chꝛiſtià Magiſtrate to p20- 
% ee wie that thoſe thinges which eyther 

| bꝛtedeoꝛ nouriſh the plague, ſo far as 

map, be taken away,and that regards 
map be had of thoſe thatbe viſited with 
this ſickncCc,that all bæ not dꝛiuen to 
Ciuill Aagi- bi carefull fo2 all. But how they that 
ſerne in any publique Ciuil officemay 
leave theyꝛ charge in the time of the 
Aire bert, Plague, I doe not ſee: And foꝛ farthfilll 
6 Paſtoꝛs to foꝛſake but one pooꝛe ſherps 

at that time when as he moſt of al nee⸗ 
deth heauenly cdfo2t,it were to ſhame⸗ 
all, nay too wicked a part. as touching 
peiuats 


— 


of the Plague. 


2tiuatfe perſons theyꝛ bands of friend⸗ 
ſhip and amit ie are diuerſe and many- 
foldc, Among theſe this is the chic feſt, 
vnto the which alſo natural coniuncii⸗ 
on by blood, as God witneſſeth, muſte 
geue place, J meane the bande of wed- 174 £4 


locke, lo that in my iudgement the hul /e. 


band witha good conſcience may hard⸗ 


ly and ſcarcely go from the wife, oꝛ the 

wile from the huſband, eſpecially if the 

one of them be taken with the plague. 

And how much parents doe owe vnto 

the childꝛen, & childꝛen to their part ts. 

Kkinſme to their kinſfolk, pᷣ very lawes 

of nature doe declare, the which chꝛiſti⸗ 

an charitie is ſo far of fro letting looſe, 

that cõtrariwiſe it dꝛaweth the moꝛe 

harder & harder together. Vea and fo: 

ſeruantes to foꝛſake their maiſtcrs,02 Aaiſters & 
maiſters to looke ſlenderly to their ſcr- ſeru. antes. 
uants being ſicke which cometh to of: 

ten to paſſe) who not withſtãding haue 

vled theyꝛ ſcruice when as they were 

well, is crueltie: vet is not the band ok 

all theſe friendſhips alike and equall, 
amd therkoꝛe that which is not ſoneart 


muſt geue place toy neater,fozaſinuch 
OF5 as 


Queſtions 
as many cannot be diſcharged at once. 
Furthermoꝛe as there is place alſo foz 
foꝛſaking amongſt thoſe which are pꝛe⸗ 

ſent, vnleſle they which tarry doc their 
duty: (ohed1s to be taken both or thole 
that are ſicke, that they abuſe not ihe 
loue of theyꝛ kinſcolke 4 friends, why- 

leſt they are deſirous to haue thelelucs 
pꝛouided fo2 :andalſo of thoſe whiche 
continue in doing of their duetie, that 
they caſte not them ſelues raſhly into 
the danger of infection, which is vſed to 
bc doone by ſome of deſperate boldnes 
rather the of true 4 chꝛiſtiã iudgement, 
who being woont to contene thoſe that 
are ſicke of other diſaſes, doe viſit thoſe 
that are taken with the Plague, that , 
they may ſeeme too deſpiſe deaty. A. 

this cotept of God his iudgemẽts J foz 

my part would lelle beare withal, then 
1 with the to much weakenes ol p feare⸗ 

We | full. But howe others are affected and 
11 diſpoſed in the crauing of the pꝛeſence 
of theyꝛ friends, J cannot tel. Vhen as 
J my ſelf about rrviy.yeeres paſt was 


1 cke of the Plague at Lauſanna , and 


that both others of my fellowe mini- 
ſters 


— — 
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ſters, and amongſt the reff, that ſingu- 
lar man of bleſſed memo2y Peter Viret 
was pꝛepared too come vnto mee: and | 
that lohn Caluin himſelfe alſo ſending 
a meſſenger with letters offered vnto 
me all kynd of curteſte, I ſuſfered none 
of them to come vnto me, leaſt J might 
haue beene thought too haue pꝛouided 
fo: my ſelfe with the loſſe of the Chu⸗ 
ſtian common wealth, which was 
manyfeſt would haue been very great 
by the death of ſo woꝛthie men: nep⸗ 
ther doth it repent me to haue doone ſo, 
although peradnenture in the like caſe 
of theyꝛs they ſhoulde not haue obtei⸗ 
ned the ſame at nip hand. But if in ſuch 7 222 
talamities the magiſtrate in tyme doe ſtrate. 
pꝛouide, as much as map, both by ſuche 
lawfull meanes as are not repugnant 
vnto Chꝛiſtiã charitie, that the infccti= 
cn map be letted, and alſo that the ſick 
of the Plague lake nothing, hee ſhall 
doubtleſſe doe verye well both foꝛ the 
ſic ke and alſo foꝛ the whole, and ſhall 
take away a greate manpe queſtions 
which in this argument are woont too 
be made. But this eſpeciallp mut bee 
D 4 > agreed 
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greed vpon, that as our ſinnes are the 
chiefe and the true cauſe of the plague: 
ſo that this is the only pꝛoper remedis 
againſt the ſamc, if the Paſtours di⸗ 
ſpute not of the intemon (which belon- 
geth vnto Phiſitions) but both by 
woꝛdes and example of life ſtirre vpp 
they: flockes vnto carneſt repentancg 
and loue and charitic one towardes 
another, and that the ſherpe them —} 
ſelues hearken vnto the voice y 
of their ſherpheardes. 
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